[bookmark: _GoBack]Due Date: Thursday, March 22nd 
    (recommended: bring draft/prewriting on Tuesday, Mar. 20th)

Content: This 4- to 6-page essay pages will address a particular aspect of the readings we have completed up to the due date, using at least three sources as discussed below. 

Your task is to find a question of interest within our readings (and perhaps the videos assigned, if any) from our first few units / topics of discussion: definitions, the creative mind, or the idea of work vs play in creativity. Your essay must focus on at least one of the texts that has been assigned as reading for this course, all of which are found in the weekly folders on Blackboard. In addition, the essay must involve at least two additional texts; these may be other course-assigned texts, or research sources that you find on your own.

Search for points of interest in order to create a research question that you would like to explore. Select one subject (not a wide topic area), and then carefully craft your question. Read, research, think, and write your way to an answer. That answer is the essay’s thesis statement or main claim. Alternatively, some research questions may not have clear answers; in such a case, you may write an exploratory essay that revolves around a central question rather than a thesis statement. No matter what the content, polished semiformal academic writing is expected. Formatting/setup is outlined in a separate handout, which is posted in the Content area in Blackboard.

Turn-In: For this assignment, everyone will write an essay (unlike other projects in which you are free to do a presentation, etc., instead). The essay can be printed and turned in, or submitted via Blackboard. If submitting via Blackboard, a Word document is preferred; other file types will not receive any detailed commentary. The essay must be submitted at the start of class on the due date regardless of which submission method you choose.

Grading: The grading expectations for the essay will include an assessment of the purpose, relevance, and original analysis contained within the writing, so select a good and engaging subject. Grading will also consider the level of analysis, or the depth of thinking as reflected in the writing. In addition to these content concerns, the essay will be graded on the basis of its writing and research quality. Expectations for writing and research are detailed in the course syllabus.

Possible subjects: If you have any trouble settling on a subject for this assignment, meet with the instructor to discuss your many options. To create a worthwhile project, you will need to find a specific thesis or central question – but it is not unusual to need a bit of discussion to find it. 
